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Critical response 
 

 Best international Picture (2018); Truly Moving Picture 
Award (2017); Best Independent Film (2018) 

 On the review aggregator Rotten Tomatoes, the film has an 
approval rating of 85% based on 156 reviews 

 
Budget 
Box office 
 

 $20 million 
 $305.9 million 

Genre  A 2017 American comedy-drama film directed by Stephen 
Chbosky and written by Jack Thorne, Steven Conrad, and 
Chbosky 

 Based on the book by R. J. Palacio 
 

Plot & 
themes 

 A 10-year-old boy with Treacher Collins Syndrome  (a 
genetic disorder), called Auggie,  has been home-schooled by 
his parents, but is now going to a proper school.  

 His classmates must grow to learn how to look behind the 
surface, and Auggie has to mature as well, to face the world 
as it is.  

 However, not everything revolves around Auggie. There are 
other people whose lives get affected, too. 

 The most important themes the film addresses are 
 Friendship 
 Bullying 
 Love and grief 
 Kindness 
 Physical deformity and self-

image 
 Courage 
 

 Diversity 
 Identity 
 Perception 
 Isolation 
 Acceptance 
 

 

Settings 
(inside/outside) 

 Brooklyn (the most populous borough of New York) 
o Brooklyn brownstone (the type of house) 
o Beecher Prep (a middle school where kids from 

educated and upper-class families go) 
 
Filming took place in several locations in British Columbia, 
Canada, and Coney Island, New York, from July 18 to 
September 13, 2016. 
 

Use of camera 
(camera shots/ 
movements) 

Opening titles: Auggie, in a space suite, jumping under a 
starry sky (which turn out to be the ceiling of his bedroom)  
Establishing shots:  inside the flat the Pullmans live (in a 

specific building called ‘Brooklyn brownstone’  
Memorable shots: 
 Auggie passing anxiously all those kids starring at him 

versus Auggie venturing forth cheerly, in a space suite 
 A close-up shot of Isabel giving birth to Auggie 
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 Close-up shots of peoples’ shoes 
 A helicopter shot of New York 
 A scene during which the kids illustrate the Newton’s laws of 

motion (first a shot with a high-angle, then at a great 
distance from above, and then tilting down closer to the 
floor) 

 A close-up shot when Auggie all in tears and his worried 
mother talk about Auggie’s situation  

 The camera showing a happy three (Auggie, Isabel and 
Nate) and a sad Via going to her room, feeing ignored  

 A medium full shot showing on-verbal communication 
between Auggie and Jack Will during a test   

 Medium (close-up) shots of different duos: Isabel with 
Auggie, Nate with Auggie, Jack Will with Auggie, Justin with 
Via, and Granny with Via 

 Auggie, wearing a Ghostface outfit for the Halloween party, 
rushing towards his homeroom in an elated mood, and 
Auggie escaping from it, utterly despondent 

 The fighting scene between Jack Will and Julian; especially, 
when Jack Will starts crying and turn to Mr. Browne for 
comfort  

 The flashback scene of the Pullmans celebrating Via’s fourth 
birthday (the little Via played by Chbosky’s own daughter) 

 A long shot from behind, depicting five boys on the lakeside, 
looking into the distance 

 
Lighting &  
colour 

 Natural, casual 
 Dark-blue and yellow (the ceiling in Auggie’s bedroom) 
 Dark-blue and white (Via wearing a white gown on a dark-

blue with dark grey contours of houses stage) 
 The dark contours of the boys on the lakeside 
 

Sound &  
music 

Marcelo Zarvos composed music for the film – the soundtrack 
Bea Miller “Brand new eyes”  
 

Costumes  Tremblay's prosthetic makeup, designed and created 
by Arjen Tuiten 

 
Props Magic realism bits: 

 Wearing a space suit when going to school on the first day 
and when jumping for joy (after becoming good friends with 
Jack Will) 

 Various characters form Star Wars, such as Darth Hideous, 
Chewbacca 
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 A space-suite-designed blanket case, a starry-heaven-
decorated ceiling 

 A space helmet 
  “Mr. Brown is watching you” a sign at the corner of the 

classroom 
 

Catchphrases 
 
 

 Choose kind. 
 What we see, or what appears isn’t how things are. 
 I know you don’t always like it, but I love it. It’s my son’s 

face. 
 Dear God, please let them be nice to him. 
 We all have marks on our faces.  
 If they stare let them stare. You can’t blend in when you 

were born to stand out. 
 Auggie can’t change the way he looks, so maybe we can 

change the way we see it.  
 If you really want to see what people are, all you have to do 

is look. 
 

Acting & 
performance 

 Chbosky has said, “They say never work with kids, dogs or 
makeup and I got all three.” 

 Chbosky’s only rule to kids was that they had to know their 
lines, but all the rest could be just play.   

 Trembley was very happy with Chbosky because things were 
kept really fun although some kids were sometimes very 
difficult.  

 It took Tremblay two hours to complete makeup each day 
and the prosthetics were rather unpleasant. However, 
Trembley considered “being Auggie and teaching kids this 
message” very rewarding, so he didn’t mind at all.  

 The story was shown in a way that kept the audience on their 
toes.  

 
Spoken 
language 
 

Great dialogues (and monologues, too!) 
 

Facial 
expression & 
body language 

 Isabel’s facial expression when delivering the lines, “Dear 
God, please make them be nice to him!”  

 Auggie’s facial expression when a pack of ill-minded boys 
(led by Julian) follows him out of school 

 Via’s close-up when Auggie cuts off his Padawan braid  
 The way Miranda’s facial expression changes when she 

watches the Pullmans celebrating Christmas 
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