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What does a good review do? 
1. Informs. The review needs to tell people who is in the film, who it is by and 

where or when readers can see it. 

2. Describes. The review should describe the story, characters and some of the 

action - without spoiling the plot or giving too much away! 

3. Analyses. A good review gives an opinion on whether the film is good or not 

and why. 

4. Advises. Finally, the review should tell the reader whether or not to go and see 
the film. 

What should you pay attention to? 
 Give the film more than one watch. This should help you to memorize as many 

details of it as possible.  

 Surf through the Internet to gather as much information about the film as 
possible. 

 Think about the film as a whole. 

 Write a distinct outline. 

 Write your own opinions about the film, its cast, locations, script, dialogues, 
etc.  

 Use semi-formal, reader-friendly language. 

How is a review organized? 
Introduction 

 General information about the film: the title, genre, release year, director, 

actors, awards, etc. 

 A thesis statement: your position and the ideas you’re going to develop. A 

thesis statement indicates what you think of the film, and what your reasons 

are. (Paragraph 1) 

Summary 
 The summary should be a brief overview of the setting, central theme(s), 

problem(s)/challenges/ conflict, and the aspirations of the main character(s). 

Do not retell the storyline! (Paragraph 2) 

Analysis 
 Here you will have to show that your evaluation is fair and accurate. Prove 

your thesis by describing, comparing and contrasting, as well as giving 

illustrative examples. Give specific details. (Paragraphs 3 and 4) 

Conclusion 
 Come full circle. Make your well-balanced recommendation. (Paragraph 5) 
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Do’s 
 Show that you can think critically, as well as analyse a work of cinematography, 

effectively.  

 Pay attention to the smallest details, but avoid irrelevant information. 

 Provide your work with vivid examples and write a well-balanced analysis the 

film.  

 Double-check all the background information, the history of creating the film and 

the original source of its idea if there is any.  

Don’ts 
 

 Do not write about cinematography in general, the traditions of the genre, the 

personal life of director or actors, etc. Instead, concentrate on the given piece. 

 Do not make your text too personal as it can harm the objectiveness of your paper.  

 Do not use unreliable sources of information about the film. 

 Do not express your personal opinion without saying why you think like that. 

 Do not produce an unstructured review. 

In conclusion 

 Writing an effective film review requires general knowledge about cinema, as well 

as knowledge of peculiar facts about a film itself.   

 As you analyse the film, you start to watch it more attentively. You may notice that 

it is a hard task to shoot a good movie so that you can feel more respect to people 

involved in the creation of films.  

 Each review is unique, that is why it is hard to find two similar papers that 

concern the same film, as every person gets impressed differently.  
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Useful expressions 
 

Beginnings 
 It is a fascinating story of… 

 I found this film far-fetched and 

unconvincing 

 The film was released in…  

 It’s a … production with a cast of 

about … actors 

 The film was produced by… and 

directed by… 

 The film describes… 

 

Giving your opinion  
 The director excels at showing 

how..,. 

 I was impressed by… 

 One aspect I found a little 

disappointing was… 

 One possible flaw is that… 

 One of the strongest things about 

the film is …, which is … 

 The acting is very good, especially 

… 

Details/ plot 
 Made in… the film begins with… 

 The events unfold in… 

 The story is set in  

 

 My favourite scene is… 

 The dialogues are lively and have 

… 

 The only negative thing I would 

say about … is… 

Characters 
 The film introduces us to… 

 The principal characters are… 

 My favourite character is 

undoubtedly… 

 The story focuses on… 

 We experience all this through 

the eyes of… 

Title, Author / Director, Actors  

 The film is directed by 

 The film is produced by… 

 It is starred by...  

 The book is written by ...  

Setting 

 The action takes place in ...  

 The action of the film is set in ... 

 The story takes place in...  

 

Giving a recommendation 

 I would definitely recommend 

watching this film for several 

reasons.  

 I would highly recommend this 

rewarding film. 

 I would strongly advise against 

watching this film for several 

reasons. 

  I was left unmoved by this film. 

 I thoroughly enjoyed… In fact, I 

couldn’t … 

 By the end of this film you feel… 

 It’s an easy watch, and I would 

say it is perfect for … 

 If you get a chance, then go and 

see the film as soon as you can. 

 

 


